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in North Africa and China instead of preparing to regain
Alsace-Lorraine. He was quite willing that the French
should antagonize the Italians, but he was not calculating
to secure the alliance of the latter. It was, not with Bis-
marck that the Triple Alliance originated, but with Italy.
Early in 1882, Italy asked for a treaty of alliance with
Germany and Austria. Italy wanted to strengthen her posi-
tion and to gain support for future ambitions. Italy had
come away from the Congress of Berlin "with clean hands,"
which meant empty hands, though Bismarck had told her
that, as far as Germany was concerned, she might take
Tripoli any time. She had just received what she regarded
as a humiliating slap in the face from the French who had
occupied Tunis, the very territory which Italy had not
unnaturally been coveting for herself. And she was still
afraid "the Prisoner of the Vatican" might attempt to regain
his temporal possessions. Italy had everything to gain and
little to risk in an alliance with Germany and Austria. This
Bismarck fully recognized, and he was not therefore espe-
cially eager to incur an Italian liability. Earlier, in 1880,
when a treaty with Italy was first suggested to him, his-
comment was, "You don't need to run after Italy if you
want something of her; moreover, her promise will have no
value if it is not in her interest to keep it."35 Of the value
of the Italians themselves as Allies, he had *no very high
opinion. In his private notes, recently published, he refers
to "their fickle character," "their childish egoism/' and "the
restless, arrogant character of Italy's policy, which might
easily involve her friends in trouble."36 He argued the
instability of alliances with parliamentary monarchies like
Italy and England:
"Not all countries are able to offer the same guarantee
that their obligations will be strictly executed, especially in
countries in which the legislature exercises more influence
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